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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the present application in view of 
the foregoing amendments and in view of the reasons that follow. 

Claim 36 is currently being amended. No new matter is being added. 

This amendment changes claims in this application. A detailed listing of all claims 
that are, or were, in the application, irrespective of whether the claim(s) remain under 
examination in the application, is presented, with an appropriate defined status identifier. 

After amending the claims as set forth above, claims 2-13 and 29-38 are now pending 
in this application. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 2-13 and 29-38 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 4,025,159 to McGrath ("McGrath") in view of U.S. Patent 5,657,162 to 
Nilsen ("Nilsen"). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection for at least the following 
reasons. 

Claims 33 and 36 

Independent claim 33 recites "a first backlighting display component film having an 
upper surface and a lower surface, said upper surface of said first backlighting display 
component film comprising a series of optical structures" and "a second backlighting display 
component film having an upper surface and a lower surface, said upper surface of said 
second backlighting display component film comprising a series of optical structures, said 
raised spacing structures contacting said lower surface of said second backlighting display 
component film." Thus, in claim 33, (1) the raised spacing structures of the first backlighting 
display component film contact the lower surface of the second backlighting display 
component film, and (2) both the first backlighting display component film and the second 
backlighting display component film have an upper surface comprising a series of optical 
structures. McGrath does not disclose at least this combination of features of claim 33. 
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The Office Action equates the basal sheet and cover sheet of McGrath with the 

component films as recited in the claims. In contrast to claim 33, however, McGrath does not 

disclose that an upper surface of both the basal sheet and cover sheet comprise a series of 

optical structures. McGrath does disclose one embodiment in FIG. 5 where the cover sheet 

25 has corner cubes and the basal sheet 26 appears to have microspheres. Assuming 

arguendo that the corner cubes and microspheres could each be considered to be a series of 

optical structures, the corner cubes on the coversheet 25 are on its lower surface, not its upper 

surface. Thus, McGrath does not disclose both a first backlighting display component film 

and a second backlighting display component film having an upper surface comprising a 

series of optical structures, where raised spacing structures of the first backlighting display 

component film contact the lower surface of the second backlighting display component film. 

Nilsen does not cure the deficiencies of McGrath. Nielsen discloses an embodiment 
in Figure 5 with a structure having a first prism layer 140 and a second prism layer 1 80 
separated by a transparent film 160. Even if McGrath were modified to include two layers of 
corner cubes, however, there is no suggestion in Nilsen that one layer of corner cubes be on 
top of the McGrath cover sheet 25. To the contrary, Nilsen discloses that the prisms in its 
prism layers 140 and 180 point in the same direction. Thus, Nilsen does not suggest that any 
of the prisms should be on top of the cover sheet 25 of McGrath even if that sheet were 
modified to have two layers of prisms. Thus, even if McGrath and Nilsen were combined, the 
combination does not suggest both a first backlighting display component film and a second 
backlighting display component film having an upper surface comprising a series of optical 
structures, where raised spacing structures of the first backlighting display component film 
contact the lower surface of the second backlighting display component film. 

Independent claim 36 recites "a first backlighting display component film having an 
upper surface and a lower surface, said upper surface of said first backlighting display 
component film comprising a series of optical structures and a plurality of raised spacing 
structures, said lower surface being essentially planar; and a second backlighting display 
component film having an upper surface and a lower surface, said upper surface of said 
second backlighting display component film comprising a series of optical structures, said 
raised spacing structures contacting said lower surface of said second backlighting display 
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component film", and thus is patentable over McGrath and Nilsen for reasons analogous to 

claim 1. 

Claim 34 

Independent claim 34 recites "a second backlighting display component film having 
an upper surface and a lower surface, said raised spacing structures contacting said lower 
surface of said second backlighting display component film and providing a gap between said 
upper surface of said first backlighting display component film and said lower surface of said 
second backlighting display component film, wherein said raised spacing structures comprise 
at least one post-structure ." McGrath fails to disclose this feature of claim 34. The narrow 
intersecting bonds 13 of McGrath do not include post structures , but instead are arranged as a 
grid-like structure to create cells ( See FIG. 1). Nilsen was cited for other features of the 
claims but fails to cure the deficiencies of McGrath. 

Claim 35 

Independent claim 35 recites "a backlight illumination source providing illumination 
to the multilayer backlighting display optical film." In contrast, McGrath merely discloses a 
cellular retroreflective sheeting, but does not disclose any backlight illumination source 
providing illumination to its sheeting. If the Examiner maintains this rejection, applicant 
respectfully requests the Examiner to particularly point out the backlight illumination source 
in McGrath. Nilsen was cited for other features of the claims but fails to cure the deficiencies 
of McGrath. 

Claim 37 

Independent claim 37 recites "wherein at least one of said first backlighting display 
component film or said second backlighting display component film is a polarization 
recycling film." By contrast, McGrath does not disclose that either of its basal sheet or its 
cover sheet have structure to be a polarization recycling film. If the Examiner maintains this 
rejection, applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to particularly point out the 
polarization recycling film in McGrath. Nilsen was cited for other features of the claims but 
fails to cure the deficiencies of McGrath. 
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Claim 38 

Independent claim 38 recites "said component films being configured such that the 
optical structures of said component films are configured orthogonally." By contrast, 
McGrath does not disclose that its basal sheet and its cover sheet are arranged relative to each 
other such that optical structures on the sheets are configured orthogonal to each other. 
Nilsen also fails to disclose films where the optical structures on the sheets are configured 
orthogonal to each other, and thus fails to cure the deficiencies of McGrath 

The dependent claims are patentable for at least the same reason as independent claim 
33, from which they ultimately depend, as well as for further patentable features recited 
therein. 

Applicant believes that the present application is now in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration of the application as amended is respectfully requested. 
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The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 



THE COMMISSIONER IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO CHARGE ANY ADDITIONAL FEES WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED 
REGARDING THIS APPLICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§1.16-1.17, OR CREDIT ANY OVERPAYMENT, TO DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
NO. 19-0741. SHOULD NO PROPER PAYMENT BE ENCLOSED HEREWITH, AS BY A CHECK BEING IN THE WRONG 
AMOUNT, UNSIGNED, POST-DATED, OTHERWISE IMPROPER OR INFORMAL OR EVEN ENTIRELY MISSING, THE 
COMMISSIONER IS AUTHORIZED TO CHARGE THE UNPAID AMOUNT TO DEPOSIT ACCOUNT NO. 19-0741. IF ANY 
EXTENSIONS OF TIME ARE NEEDED FOR TIMELY ACCEPTANCE OF PAPERS SUBMITTED HEREWITH, APPLICANTS 
HEREBY PETITIONS FOR SUCH EXTENSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 AND AUTHORIZES PAYMENT OF ANY SUCH 
EXTENSIONS FEES TO DEPOSIT ACCOUNT NO. 19-0741. 



Respectfully submitted, 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 672-5490 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Michael D. Kaminski 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 32,904 



Thomas G. Bilodeau 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 43,438 
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